WELCOME TO SAN SANO, AND TO THE VILLA OF SHERRY & RON SACINO

CASA AMORE INFO
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“Italy is the heart of Europe, and
San Sano is the heart of Italy.”

SAN SANO (CIRCA 1100)
AWAITS YOUR ARRIVAL!
Savor the historic richness of San Sano while
enjoying a relaxing day by the pool situated
within the property’s private vineyards. Staying
in the pristine village is a unique journey back
into time when life was slow and passionate; and
neighbors sat in their yards and sipped wine
while watching the sunset.
The village of San Sano is a step back into
thousands of years of history. With less than
100 residents, San Sano is nestled among the
vineyard-covered rolling hills of Tuscany.
Within the small village, is our property - once
owned by a local winemaker, and now fully
restored into individual villas with every detail
carefully monitored to ensure the structures
remain authentic and untainted.
San Sano has one restaurant, a small grocery
store, and an intimate church with occasional
services. This medieval village is surrounded by
paths, which are ideal for early morning walks
and bike rides.
The large pool is on the edge of the villas,
adjacent to the vineyards. The pool, accessed by
ladders, is 14 meters by 7 meters and has
comfortable sunbeds in which to relax while
catching up on reading.
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REST, RELAX
and EAT!
Be sure to have
a meal at
Grotto della Rana,
located only steps
from Casa Amore.
(closed Wednesdays)

Ron in Tuscany

Trattoria Grotto della Rana in San Sano, Italy

Sherry savors San Sano wine.

Memories await you
when you touch the
magic of Italy
on your holiday.
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DIRECTIONS TO SAN SANO
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YOU CAN ONLY GET TO SAN SANO BY CAR!
Directions - From Pisa or Florence
airports or from the North

Directions - From Rome airports
or From the South

Exit the airport, turn right, and follow
the directions to the A1 Autostrada.
Take the A1 toward Roma. You will
drive about 20 minutes south and exit at
the Firenze Impruneta exit where you
will pay a small toll (about 5 euros). You
will leave the toll booth and see a rounda-bout right in front of you. Make a
sharp right turn onto the FlorenceSiena Motorway. From here expect
about 45 minutes to 1 hour driving.
Follow this road for about 20 minutes.
Exit toward San Donato.
Continue past to the left hand side of
San Donato, about 10 minutes later you
will reach Castellina.
At Castellina go toward Radda, and
follow about 10 mins.
Before you enter Radda turn right
toward Lecchi and S. Sano.
Follow this road down and then up again
for about 15 minutes - you will pass
through the village of Lecchi, and a few
minutes after, you will see a sign for San
Sano, turn right onto this street.
San Sano is about one mile from this
main road.

Take A1 motorway North
After about 2 ½ hours driving
Take exit Valdarno (near Montevarchi)
After paying the toll,
Turn right and follow to the traffic circle
Turn right at the traffic circle and over
the bridge following for Montevarchi.
Go straight over the next 2 traffic circles
Follow signs to Gaiole/Greve S408.
Follow S408 up and out of the valley.
Pass through Gaiole.
Follow for another 10 mins and take the
right for Lecchi/San Sano.
Take the left turn for San Sano off of the
main road, about one mile.

Casa Amore is just before the
Grotto della Rana restaurant.
Walk along the gravel path to the
mailbox that has SACINO on
it.The lockbox is to the right of
the door. See Welcome
Instructions for Code.

The village of San Sano, as seen through the vineyards on a spring day.

Little triangle house in San Sano.
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SOME IDEAS TO ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE
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Simone really will share
his vin santo, though it
takes some convincing!

Simonetta prepares
dinner at Toscana Mia
cooking school.

Simone teaches Amy how to make crostini
nero at Malborghetto cooking school.

THINGS TO DO
IN AND AROUND SAN SANO
Several of you have asked about some of the
local tourism options... mostly visitors come
to this area to relax and get a taste of
authentic Italian village life.
San Sano has been around for more than
1200 years, and many of the homes have
been remained in the same family for
centuries. We are surrounded by thousands
of acres vineyards and olive trees, and rest
amidst the rolling hills of Chianti.
If you want to learn a little Italian prior to
your arrival in Italy, you can take some
lessons from Roberto Alvarez who does
SKYPE instruction - contact him at:
www.learnitalian.us.

There are several cooking schools, which is
often the holiday highlight for those who
attend. I HIGHLY recommend two of them,
and BOOKING IN ADVANCE:
Ristorante Malborghetto - this is owned by
our very dear friend Simone. It is the place I
always have my first and last meal when
going to San Sano. It is located in the village
next to us (about 2 km away). Everything he
makes is from his father's nearby farm. He is
a trained chef and master sommelier and will
teach you recipes you can make at home.
After you prepare the food, you eat it in the
courtyard. Contact Simone at:
malborghetto@malborghetto.net.
Toscana Mia - The first time I visited the
region was to attend this cooking school.
Sisters Simonetta and Paola teach you how to
make their Tuscan recipes in the home in
which their ancestors have lived for more
than 1000 years. At the end of the morning
lessons, their family joins you for lunch at the
table. Contact Paola or Simonetta
at: info@welcometuscany.com.
There are dozens of places for wine and olive
oil tastings. You just drive along the road and
stop, and find a delightful surprise. For
restaurants, check out: Trip Advisor
and search Gaiole, Radda or the village
of your destination.

GROCERIES
There is a very small
grocery store in San Sano,
and slightly larger one in
Lecchi. The bigger stores
are in Gaiole or Radda,
both about 15 minutes
drive away.
WEATHER
There are all four seasons in
San Sano. To determine the
weather you can expect during
your stay, go to the
WeatherChannel.com and
check the weather for: “Gaiole
in Chianti, Italy.”
TRAIN
The best way to to to Florence
and many of the big cities is to
catch a train in Montevarchi,
about 30 minutes from San
Sano. The car parking is free.
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EAT, EAT & DRINK!
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Savor the restaurants of
the region...and the wines!
There is only excellent food in Tuscany. The local
restauranteurs are gracious and committed to providing
an exceptional dining experience. On every visit to my
home, I eat at these favorites, often many times:

RISTORANTE MALBORGHETTO
The food at Ristorante Malborghetto is
wonderful and when in this region, you must
meet the chef and owner Simone Murucci,
and his beautiful wife, Alé. Located in Lecchi,
only 2 km from San Sano, you can dine
inside or in the garden. 0577-746201

RISTORANTE LE CONTRADE
Chef Andrea Oppo cooks every meal to
order and takes pride in preparing each dish
as a work of art. Some are too beautiful to
eat, but we do and want to return again the
next day...or sleep in the parking lot until
dinner. He’s open lunch and dinner, and it is
best to make a reservation, since all the locals
go there too. It is located in the hills above
Gaiole, only about 15 minutes from San
Sano. 0577-749504

RISTORO DI LAMOLE
Located in Lamole, this restaurant has the
best view and is ideal for a very long lunch. It
takes about 40 minutes to drive there, gong
toward the direction of Florence.
I recommend going there if you
are driving to or from Florence
anyway. The food is absolutely
superb, and they make their own
wine, so enjoy the house wines.
055-854-7050

SAN FELICE
For one of the best meals in
Simone and Ronaldo
your lifetime, go for ultra dining
in the resort village of San Felice,
about 20 minutes away - near San Gusmé.
0577-3964

SAN SANO - Grotto della Rana
For authentic, home-cooked Tuscan food,
walk to ‘the Rana.’ They only speak Italian,
but you can point to your favorites on the
menu...it is all wonderful. Be sure to have San
Sano wine - the grapes are from our
vineyard.
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THE MAP
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What the heck, may as well have a map!

#

MAP TO SAN SANO, ITALY
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